
The Organ

Support theatre
organs and

theatre organ
music.

Become a
member of

SVTOS.

A membership
application is

enclosed.

The instrument now installed in the
Capitol Theatre began as a 2 manual 4 rank
(2/4) Moller installed in a funeral home. An
organist in New Jersey added 2 ranks of
pipes, percussions and a toy counter. In 1968,
SVTOS member Bob Lilarose bought it and
moved it to Reading, PA.

Around 1972, Bob sold it to Mike
Clemens of Lancaster, PA. Mike merged it
with a Wurlitzer organ from a theater in NJ.
Over the years it grew in his attic to 17 ranks.
In 1986, Mike agreed to lease the instrument
to the SCPAC for 20 years. The first concert
was in 1991.

About this time, a group of area pipe
organ enthusiasts formed the Susquehanna
Valley Theatre Organ Society to preserve
and present the instrument. For some 10
years, the SVTOS, in cooperation with the
SCPAC, offered silent films, shows and
concerts featuring the organ and performed
routine maintenance and upgrades.

In late December of 2001, the entire
instrument was removed and put in storage.
Some two years later, it was moved to the R.
J. Brunner Organ Company in Silver Spring,
Lancaster County, for restoration. Because of
the extensive renovations of both the theatre
and the organ, Mr. Clemens agreed to donate
the organ to the theatre.

During restoration the instrument grew
from 3/17 to 3/20 including the addition of
several ranks of strings and an Orchestral
Oboe. The "new" organ was reinstalled in the
theatre over the winter of 2004-05.
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T
o join SV

T
O

S, sim
ply com

plete
the application to the right, tear it off,
and send it, along w

ith your check, to:
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evening perform
ances featuring

popular local artists. R
egular M

em
bers

also receive tw
o guest passes and free

R
egular M

em
bers are invited to

all of the above plus four M
onday

A
ssociate M

em
bers are invited

to all clinics, w
orkshops and open

console, the annual picnic, field trips
and m

ore. T
hey also receive our new

s-
letter, the W

indline.
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SVTOS
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( ) E-mail

Play the organ?

Dues enclosed:

Yes No ATOS Member? Yes No

$40.00 Regular Member $10.00 Associate Member

Make checks payable to SVTOS Signed


